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U .S UNSEALS | NDI CTMENT CHARA NG TWO MEMBERS OG- GOLQOMVBI AN
HERO N CRGAN ZATI ON AS PART OF ‘ CPERATI ON EMERALD EXPRESS

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced today that the United
States has charged GU LLERMO MAURI Cl O RESTREPO GARCI A
(“RESTREPO’') and LEONEL MENDOZA AGUI RRE (“MENDQZA'), a forner
Col unmbi an National Police Col onel, as nenbers of a heroin
trafficking organi zati on based i n Col onbi a.

The charges were the result of “Operation Enerald
Express,” a joint investigation involving cooperation between the
Organi zed Crinme Drug Enforcenent Task Force (“OCDETF’), the Drug
Enf orcenent Adm nistration (“DEA’), the Bureau of Inmmgration and
Custons Enforcenment (“I1CE’), and Col onbi an | aw enforcenent.

Ei ght een nenbers of the organi zation, including RESTREPQ,
were arrested in Col onbia today in connection with their alleged
menbership in the organi zati on. MENDOZA was arrested in Col onbia
on Decenber 27, 2004. MENDQOZA and RESTREPO are being held in

Col onmbi a pendi ng subm ssion of formal extradition requests by the



United States.

According to the Indictnment unseal ed today in Manhattan
federal court, from approximately March 2004 to Novenber 2004,
RESTREPO and MENDQZA coordi nated the recruitnment and depl oynent
of drug couriers through an airport in Bogota, Colonbia, to
smuggl e heroin into the United States. Docunents submtted by
the United States to Col onbian authorities indicate that MENDOZA
abused his official position within the Col unbian National Police
to pass drug couriers through the El Dorado airport in Bogota,

Col onhi a.

As set forth in the Indictnent, on nore than 50
di fferent occasions, |aw enforcenent officers intercepted
t el ephone conversati ons during whi ch RESTREPO and MENDOZA wer e
di scussing the coordination of drug couriers. The United States
estimates that MENDOZA and RESTREPO were responsi ble for sending
approximately 20 kil ograns of heroin per nonth through the
airport in Bogota, Colonbia, and to date the investigation has
resulted in the seizure of nore than 30 kil ogranms of heroin, with
a whol esal e val ue of approximately $2 mllion.

I f convicted, RESTREPO and MENDOZA each face a maxi mum
sentence of life in prison and a mandatory m ni nrum sentence of 10
years in prison. The Indictnent also seeks forfeiture from
MENDOZA and RESTREPO in the anount of $9, 600,000, based on their
role in conspiring to distribute and inport heroin into the

United States over approximately an eight-nonth period in 2004.
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M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
DEA, | CE and OCDETF, and al so commended Col unbi an | aw enf or cenent
for their cooperation. M. KELLEY said the investigation is
cont i nui ng.

Assi stant United States Attorneys NEIL M BAROFSKY and
DAVID S. LEIBONTZ are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnent are nerely

accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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